


The Shoolini fair is held in the month of June and it is a three-day event that attracts thousands of tourists, pilgrims, traders, rural sports players
and others to Solan. A highlight of the fair is the procession where the idol deity is carried around the town in a palanquin. The Goddess Maa

Shoolini halts at her sister's place for three days and then returns to her own domicile. The return journey of the Goddess to her own temple is
celebrated on the last day of Shoolini Mela with even more pomp and grandeur.
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Mandi Shivaratri Fair is an annual renowned international fair that is held for 7 days starting with the Hindu festival of Shivaratri, in the
Mandi town of Himachal Pradesh. In view of the large number of Gods and Goddesses that are invited to the festival from their temples,
Mandi town has the title of "Chhoti Kashi". During the festival the main attractions is the deities coming from all parts of the district. The fair is
held at Paddal ground, where shops, exhibitions, games and local traders participate in the fair. y
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The International Renuka Ji Fair is celebrated every year in the first fortnight of November (after 10 days of Diwali). Dance, Music, Local
dancer Kariyala, Shopping markets, Exhibitions, and many other programs are organized on the banks of Renuka Lake. Processions of five
local deities visit the Devi’s temple during the fair. On the first day the idol of Parshuram is taken in a decorated silver palanquin from the
Jamu village to the banks of the Giri River. The other local deities reach the spot before he does, together they go to the site of the fair and
then festivities continue. The belief is that to meet his mother, Parshuram visits the lake at the time when the fair is held.
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The Chintpurni fair, locally known as ‘Mata Da Meld’(fair of the mother Goddess) is held in village Chintpurni on a spur of the hill range of the
same name, about 3 kms. to the west of Bharwain. The fair which has been held since time immemorial, takes place thrice a year in the

month of Chaitra (March-April), Sawan (July-August) and Ashwin (September-October). In Chaitra and Ashwin, the fair is held in Navratras
whereas in Sawan it takes place during the first ten days of Shukla Paksha i.e. the bright half of the lunar month.
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The tribal Phulaich festival- the festival of flowers also known by Okayand and Ukyang in the local dialect is held in the month of September
in particular. The 16th day of the Hindu month of ‘Bhadraprada’ marks the onset of the Phulaich festival .It is a time when the valley is
adorned with dotted flowers. Drums are played and bugles are also blown to greet and salute the heroic team that climbs up the hill top to
accumulate the flowers. Villagers carry weapons to depict and display the ancient war scenes that they perform during the fair. It all happens
amidst the procession surrounded by gold & silver idols of the local deities in colorful traditional attires.
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Kangra in 935 AD. It is said that on the return of their victorious kRing, people greeted him with sheaf of paddy and maize as gift to symbolize
prosperity and happiness. This mela is held on the second Sunday of the Shravana month. The fair is announced by distribution of Minjar,
which is a silk tassel worn on some parts of the dress by men and women alike. This tassel symbolizes the shoots of paddy and maize which
make their appearance around this time of the year. The week long fair begins when the Minjar flag is hoisted in historical Chowgan.
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International Kullu Dussehra, a weeklong festival, is one of the important festivals of India. Started in the 17th century, the tradition was
established when Raja Jagat Singh installed an idol of Lord Raghunath that had been brought from Ayodhya at the palace temple in Kullu.
Celebrated with great fanfare, more than 300 deities/‘Devtas’ of Kullu district participate and pay their obeisance to Lord Shri Raghunath ji,
the Principal deity of Kullu valley. The festival gets underway with the arrival of Goddess Hadimba from Manali, but the main function is that
of the Lord Raghunath, colourfully dressed, riding into the ground in a hand pulled wooden chariot. The local Administration invites the
deities to participate in the festival. During the festival, Rath Yatra, exhibitions put up by various Govt. Departments and NGO's, sports meet

nd local marts displaying handicrafts and other local products etc. are the major attraction of the festival. J
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Bilaspur town of Himachal witnesses the four to five day long Nalwari or Annual Cattle Fair each year in the month of March or April. Cattle
are brought from Nalagarh and neighboring areas of Punjab for this celebration. The owners across the country bring their beautifully
decorated cattle to the spot because the time is supposed to be of very lucrative deals for them. The Nalwari Cattle Fair of Bilaspur is
considered among the most exciting events of the beautiful state. A large number of visitors come from far and wide to enjoy the excitement
of the fair. Wrestling/Kushti is an important part of the event and is one of many activities held during 5-day fair.
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Lavi fair of Rampur is the most important fair held every year in the district Shimla of the State of Himachal Pradesh. It is a commercml fair
held on the 25th of Hindu Calendar month Kartika. The fair is held for four days and has been accorded an international fair status. It is said
that the fair was related to the signing of trade treaty between the erstwhile Bushahr State and Tibet. The shepherds of Kinnaur migrate to
warmer places before the onset of winter and on their way they halt at Rampur. The woolen goods, dry fruits and medicinal herbs brought by
them are purchased by the people and the traders of the plains and food grains, clothes and utensils are sold. It is a very old fair and entirely
related to the sale and purchase of goods. ‘Natti’ dances and cultural shows are the main attractions of the fair.
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very year in March, the scenic town of Sujanpur Tira in qulrpur district of Himachal Prqdesh comes alive with vibrant hues and cultural
fervor during its famous Holi Fair. This celebrated festival of colors transcends mere festivities; it encapsulates centuries-old traditions, artistic
brilliance, and a deep-rooted cultural heritage.
Another celebrated festival of Hamirpur is Hamir Utsav, a state sponsored event. It is held in the first week of November to commemorate
the creation of Hamirpur district. This two-day state festival is one of the most important events in the calendar of this town.
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Navaratri is an important all-India festival celebrated with gaiety in Kangra. Out of the nine days, Durga Ashtami holds special significance for
the people here. On that day devotees go to offer puja at the local Durga Temple. The Jwalamukhi Fair is a famous fair in Kangra, Himachal
Pradesh. It is held in March—April and September—October during Chaitra Navratras and Ashwin Navratras. During the Makar Sankranti a
big fair is held at the Brajeshwari temple for seven days and special puja is also offered to the deity.
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The Losar festival (also known as Halda in the local language) is celebrated to mark the Tibetian New Year. It is celebrated over a period of 3
days generally in the month of February every year. This festival has the same significance as the Diwali but is celebrated differently in a
Tibetian fashion. The date of celebration is decided by the Lamas in accordance with the lunar calendar. The festival includes beautiful dances,
prayers, and religious debates. A large number of visitors and traders from Kullu, Lahaul, etc. meet here and enjoy the festive mood.
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